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An  Elsah  Chronology 

1827   James  Mason  buys  the  tract  of  land  that  later  includes 
lower  Elsah 

1 836   Josiah  Askew  buys  the  tract  of  land  later  to  be  upper 
Elsah 

1 847   Addison  Greene  builds  a  cabin  on  the  waterfront  of 
Jersey  Landing 

1 852  James  Semple  buys  the  valley  and  advertises  a  ferry 
boat 

1 853  Village  of  Elsah  surveyed;  post  office  created  m  the 
name  of  Jersey  Landing.  Brock  and  Onetto  begin  as 
commission  merchants 

1854  First  advertisement  of  Elsah  land  sales 

1857  Knapp  and  Goodrich  build  a  flour  mill,  Elsa  Building 
and  Manufacturing  Company  created;  school  building 
begun 

1 858  Knapp  and  Goodrich  build  a  distillery 

1 859  Methodist  parsonage  built;  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  No.  269  founded 

1 86 1  Elsah  surveyed  for  a  commercial  map 

1 863  Death  of  Peter  Reintges,  important  early  settler 

1 866  Ferry  re-established;  James  Semple  dies 

1 869  Distillery  closes 

1870  Distillery  bums 

1871  Odd  Fellows  buy  bnck  building  on  the  waterfront 

1 872  Notch  Cliff  built;  sketches  made  for  a  county  atlas; 
proposal  for  a  railroad  from  Grafton  to  Alton 

1 873  Elsah  incorporated,  has  its  first  election 

1874  Methodist  Church  built;  agitation  for  a  river  road 

1 876  Josephine  Huss  marries  Edward  Keller  (later  founds 
Keller  store) 

1877  Mc Adams  and  Bleyler  build  flour  mill 

1 878  Enos  T.  Doron  buys  flour  mill;  Giberson  store  built 

1879  Keller  store  opens 


1881  St.  Louis,  Jerseyvllle  and  Springlield  Railroad 
(part  of  Wabash)  begins  tunnel,  in  fall  begins 
"shoo  fly"  line;  D.  J.  Murphy  marries  Theresa 
Reintges  (much  later  moves  to  Elsah) 

1 882  Railroad  barely  reaches  Elsah  m  time  January  1 ; 
tunnel  work  stops;  attempted  murder  in  McDow 
Saloon;  Knights  of  Pythias  founded.  Black  Cross 
Lodge  No,  106, 

1883  Rutherford  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
founded;  Henry  S.  Turner  marries  Ada  Ames  at 
Notch  Cliff.  First  telegraph  from  Elsah, 

1885  Railroad  tries  to  cancel  run  to  Grafton,  fails;  first 
interest  in  creating  Chautauqua 

1 886  Anti-saloon  group  defeated  in  village  election;  Odd  Fellows  rebuild  upper  part 
of  Odd  Fellows'  Hall;  front  hill  road  to  Alton  started 

1887  Xavier  Schneider  robbery;  Village  Hall  built 

1 888  Xavier  Schneider  trial;  Henry  Turner  buys  Eliestoun  property;  Bluff  Line  Railroad 
reaches  Lockhaven 

1889  Jay  Gould  visits  Elsah;  grading  for  Bluff  Line  begins;  Eliestoun  construction 
begun 

1890  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel  begun;  "Shoo  fly"  line  and  trestle  taken  down;  Bluff  Line 
reaches  Elsah  Sept,  1 7 

1 89 1  Doron  mill  closes;  Hotel  has  grand  opening 

1 893  Elsah  votes  in  prohibition,  no  saloons 

1 894  Heavy  rain  and  flood  in  the  village;  Mott  builds  new  drug  store 

1 896  Bluff  Line  puts  fill  across  Elsah  water  front 

1897  Hotel  opened  by  Charles  Nugent;  steam  shovel  operated  in  quarry 

1 898  Nugent  hotel  closes 

1 904    Long  distance  telephone  service  comes 

1907    Sand,  Transportation  and  Manufacturing  Company  franchised 
1911    Notch  Cliff  burns 

1921    Death  of  Henry  Turner;  Mrs,  Ames  gives  Sunday  School  room  to  Methodist 
Church 

1 924  Giberson  store  burns 

1925  Death  of  Mr^,  Ames 
1927/28  Whitmg  Mill  stops  operation 

1930  Principia  buys  its  campus  (which  surrounds  Elsah) 

1931  Principia  College  begins  construction;  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel  dismantled 
1935    Principia  College  moves  to  Elsah  campus 

1951    Odd  Fellows  Hall  removed 

1953    Dinky  stops  running 

1965    River  road  (McAdams  Highway)  opens 

1970  Elsah  school  closed,  becomes  Elsah  Civic  Center 

1971  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  incorporated 

1973    Elsah  listed  on  National  Register  of  Historic  Places;  historic  district  created 


THE  RIVERVIEW 
HOUSE 


|^^.^3i 


INTRODUCTION 


American  towns  change  almost  as  tast  as  American  fashions.  When 
something  of  the  old  remains  in  this  dynamic  society  it  is,  of  course,  usually  a 
building.  But  most  old  buildings  stand  isolated  and  strange  amid  modernity, 
and  tell  no  more  of  the  past  than  a  stranded  whale  tells  of  the  open  ocean. 

Occasionally,  though,  one  finds  a  town  in  which  the  prevailing  flavor  is 
of  the  past.  Elsah  is  such  a  town.  Almost  all  of  a  piece,  it  gives  us  a  strong  hint  of 
the  setting  of  nineteenth  century  life  along  the  river.  In  some  ways,  because  of 
the  passing  of  home  industries  and  the  fact  that  Elsah's  once  active  waterfront 
now  lies  beneath  the  McAdams  Highway,  the  town  today  is  quieter  than  it 
once  must  have  been.  Mills,  warehouses,  river  shipping,  two  railroads, 
numerous  local  businesses,  and  throngs  of  farmers  during  the  wheat  shipping 
season  all  have  disappeared.  But  many  of  the  houses  and  commercial 
buildings  remain,  and  it  is  they  which  make  coming  to  Elsah  like  stepping 
back  in  time. 


People  are  generally  fascinated  with  such  places,  perhaps  because 
they  discover  a  side  of  themselves  that  existed  before  they  did,  a  society  built 
on  different  dimensions,  living  at  a  slower  speed,  with  forgotten  crafts,  using 
simpler  materials,  suggesting  lives  lived  m  valid  ways  we  no  longer  know. 


"What  is  this  place?"  asks  the  surprised  stranger.  "How  did  it  last  this  way?"  We 
hope  to  begin  an  answer  with  this  guidebook,  which  is  the  tirst  of  several 
projected  efforts  in  Elsah  history. 

We  have  set  this  book  largely  as  a  tour,  starting  at  the  Rivervlew  House, 
going  up  LaSalle  Street  to  the  Methodist  Church,  looking  briefly  at  Valley 
Street,  crossing  over  to  Mill  Street,  and  finally  returning  to  the  river  near  the 
point  of  origin. 

Behind  this  small  book  stands  a  much  larger  research  effort  than  it  gives 
indication  of,  and  in  this  effort  we  have  been  aided  by  more  people  than  we 
can  mention  here.  Special  mention  must  be  made,  though,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  J.  Cresswell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Keller,  Mrs.  Emmett  Murphy,  Mr.  Paul 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Jesse  Farmer,  Miss  Eva  Reintges,  Miss  Lucy  McDow,  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Tuemmler,  who  have  been  very  generous  with  photographs  and  recollec- 
tions. The  facilities  and  financial  aid  of  Principia  College  have  helped  greatly 
in  research  and  photography.  Mrs.  Linda  Crotchett,  Jersey  County  Clerk,  and 
her  staff  have  been  very  helpful.  The  Illinois  State  Library  has  loaned 
microfilms  of  old  local  newspapers,  and  the  collection  of  the  Jersey  County 
Historical  Society  has  also  been  valuable.  Mr.  Henry  Hamlin  has  suggested 
layout  concepts  and  Mr.  Harold  B.  Hinchman  generously  made  the  map  of 
Elsah  on  pages  28  and  29.  Mr.  Warren  Sprague  has  generously  given  us 
advice  on  all  phases  of  the  production  of  this  book. 


The  authors  hove  found  that  research  on 
the  history  of  Elsah  and  her  buildings  has 
been  an  enriching  experience.  We  hope 
that  the  reader  will  retain  some  of  the  spirit 
of  Elsah's  past  when  he  turns  from  his  guide. 
Research  is  a  never-ending  process.  In  this, 
the  fifth  edition,  the  authors  have  made  a 
number  of  changes  and  corrections.  They 
anticipate  making  more  in  subsequent 
editions. 


C.B.H.,  JR. 
P.OW. 


A  TOUR  OF  ELSAH 


One  of  the  primary  purposes  of  this  book  is  to  fill  the  need  for  a  guide  for 
a  walking  tour  of  the  village.  If  you  are  standing  in  the  parking  area  m  front  of 
Rivervlew  House,  you  are  in  front  of  number  1  on  the  map  on  page  28.  The 
number  in  parentheses  following  the  name  of  each  house  corresponds  to 
those  listed  on  the  map.  After  the  tour  of  the  village,  the  guidebook  covers  the 
Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel  and  Notch  Cliff,  two  buildings  connected  with  the  history  of 
Elsah  that  are  no  longer  standing.  Eliestoun  is  mentioned  because  it  is  one  of 
the  few  reminders  of  the  Semple-Ames-Tumer  families,  but  is  on  a  portion  of 
the  Pnncipia  College  campus  that  is  not  ordinarily  open  to  \1sitors.  The  reader 
will  find  m  this  book  two  maps  intended  to  help  him,  a  chronology  of  the 
history  of  Elsah  on  pages  2  and  3,  and  on  page  49  a  genealogy  of  the  family 
most  intimately  connected  with  the  development  of  the  Elsah  area.  The 
buildings  usually  are  named  for  the  first  owner  and  the  present  occupant. 


THE  WATERFRONT 


When  James  Semple  named  the  Village  of  Elsah  in  1 853,  he  appeared 
to  have  in  mind  Ailsa  Craig,  a  huge  rock  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  the  last  bit  of 
Scotland  that  Semple's  ancestors  saw  as  they  sailed  for  America  in  the  1 8th 
century.  However,  he  bowed  to  local  usage  in  naming  the  post  office  "Jersey 
Landing."  For  a  number  of  years  the  waterfront  continued  to  be  described  as 
Jersey  Landing,  a  title  appropriate  for  Jersey  County's  principal  grain 
shipping  port.  It  wasn't  until  1 859  that  Semple  changed  the  official  name  of  the 
post  office  to  Elsah,  at  which  time  the  villagers  attempted  to  adjust  to  the  new 
name  for  their  town. 

Originally  riverboats  landed  in  front  of  Mount  Radiance,  the  bluff  just 
west  of  Elsah,  because  the  bank  in  front  of  the  town  was  too  shallow.  When  the 
waterfront  was  finally  filled  m  about  1896,  the  change  was  made  to 
accommodate  the  Bluff  Line  railroad.  The  McAdams  Highway  has  covered 
the  old  levee  completely,  and  it  is  much  harder  today  to  imagine  the  busy 
19th  century  waterfront  of  Elsah. 


ELSAH  WATERFRONT,  1882 


courtesy  of  Principia 


The  building  on  the  far  left  with  the  tall  chimney  is  part  of  the  min  of  a 
distillery  built  in  1858  by  Knapp  and  Goodrich  (it  burned  in  1870).  The 
structure  in  front  of  it  with  the  gambrel  roof  was  the  flour  mill  of  Enos  T.  Doron, 
built  in  1877.  The  trestle  shown  here  carried  the  traffic  of  the  St.  Louis, 
Jerseyville  and  Springfield  Railroad  between  the  winter  of  1882  and  the 
spring  of  1890.  The  picture  was  taken  by  Charles  Doron  in  early  August  of 
1 882.  He  included  his  family  home  in  the  picture,  showing  the  cupola  that  had 
just  been  added  by  Enos  Doron.  Next  to  the  Doron  home  is  the  Roberta 
Simpson  House  with  the  rear  addition  put  on  in  1874. 


The  imposing  brick  structure  on  the  waterfront  is  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  with 
its  original  paired  chimneys.  These  came  off  in  1886  when  the  roof  was 
altered,  and  several  thousand  bats  had  to  be  dispossessed  at  the  same  time. 
Across  from  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  is  the  present  Riverview  House,  then  serving  as 
Cosmos  Keller's  Riverside  Hotel. 


The  Elsah  depicted  here  was  going  through  one  of  its  brief  periods  of 
prosperity,  immediately  following  the  construction  of  the  railroad  and  the 
alteration  of  the  mill. 


THE  WATERFRONT  (55) 

Looking  towards  Grafton, 
tliis  photo  slnows  the 
Doron  Mill,  the  Hansell 
warehouses,  and  the  Bluff 
Line,  shortly  after  1890. 


courtesy  of  E.  Keller 


ODD  FELLOWS' 
HALL  ( 1 ) 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall  began  as 
a  business  house  for  Brock 
and  Onetto  about  1858.  The 
I,  O,  O,  F,  bought  it  in  1871 
and  rented  space  to  barbers, 
merchants,  the  railroad,  and 
even  to  competing  organ- 
izations such  as  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  Razed 
in  1951. 


courtesy  of  E.  Keller 


RIVERVIEWHOUSE(2) 
(Greene-Felch).  Elsah's  oldest 
building  began  as  a  cabin  in 
1 847  and  served  for  many  years 
as  the  "Riverside  Hotel,"  Cosmos 
Keller  added  the  section  on  the 
street  comer  just  after  the  Civil 
War,  Another  picture  is  on  p,  4, 
The  property  has  been  restored 
by  Glenn  and  Judy  Fetch, 


ONETTO-TROVILLION  (3)  This  small  stone  house  belonged  to 
Brock  and  Onetto  in  the  middle  1 850's,  It  later  became  a  home 
and  briefly  acted  as  the  post  office.  In  recent  years  the  building 
served  as  a  doll  museum. 
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courtesy  of  Prmcipia 


BIBLE  HOUSE  (4)  (Graham-Pfeiter), 

The  upper  picture  shows  the  house  m  the  1930's.  The  porch  was  added  m  1874,  Miss 
Mary  Hughes,  a  very  religious  woman,  occupied  the  building  for  many  years,  and 
most  of  the  alterations  to  it  came  during  her  and  Dr.  Percival  Robertson's  ownership. 


courtesy  of  Principia 

ONETTO-BRADLEY  HOUSE  (5) 

Built  in  the  late  1850's  by  the  Onetto  family,  this  house  was  transformed  between  1880  and 
1 882  into  a  magnificent  home  by  Enos  Doron,  owner  of  the  flour  mill  on  the  river  front.  At  that 
time  he  added  the  cupola  and  the  bracketed  cornice.  After  1 905  the  building  served  as  an 
inn,  first  under  the  Worthey  family  and  later  under  Principia,  The  balcony  has  been  changed 
since  this  picture  was  taken  in  1 93 1 ,  In  1 972  Edward  and  Paula  Bradley  extensively  restored 
the  interior  of  the  building  as  their  home. 


courtesy  ol  E^  Keller 


LaSalle  Street  showing  Worthey  House  at  right.  Early  20th  century. 
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courtesy  of  Principia 


SPATZ  FILLING  STATION  (7)  (Christian  Science  Reading  Room) 

When  Bernard  Maybeck,  Principia's  architect,  heard  in  the  spring  of  1 93 1  that 
the  Spatz  brothers  of  Elsah  planned  to  build  a  corrugated  iron  filling  station,  he  offered 
to  provide  a  plan  for  the  building.  The  result  is  the  small  stone  structure  that  nestles  into 
the  hillside.  Maybeck  even  taught  the  brothers  how  to  lay  the  stones  against  a  concrete 
wall.  The  main  roof  beams  came  from  the  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel,  which  was  in  the  process  of 
demolition  at  the  time.  This  picture  shows  the  filling  station  in  June,  1 93 1 ,  just  after  it  was 
completed,  Maybeck  hoped  that  eventually  vines  could  grow  over  the  roof  so  that  the 

filling  station  would  appear  to  be  more  a  part  of  the 
village.  We  may  have  here  one  of  the  first  truly 
ornamental  gas  stations  in  the  United  States, 

After  several  years  the  station  closed  and  the 
small  building  became  a  ruin  until  1978,  when 
Alfred  and  Inge  Mack  adapted  it  for  use  as  a 
gallery. 

Another  unusual  building  by  Bernard  May- 
beck was  finished  just  as  the  Spatz  filling  station 
opened  —  the  "Mistake  House"  on  the  Principia 
campus,  Maybeck  believed  that  he  and  his  work- 
men should  test  out  their  techniques  for  the  new 
college  buildings  by  using  an  experimental  house. 
The  Mistake  House  is  the  picturesque  result,  com- 
plete with  brickwork,  stonework,  half-timber  and  a 
gunite  roof. 


ROBERTA  SIMPSON  HOUSE  (8) 
Brock  and  Onetto  built  this  house 
before  1 856,  which  mokes  it  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  village.  John 
Onetto  probably  added  the  hood 
and  the  wood  extension  on  the 
rear  in  1874  for  Mr.  Brock.  Now 
under  the  ownership  of  Principia 
College,  the  building  is  rented  to 
college  staff. 


MOTT  COMMERCIAL  BUILDING  (9)  (Elsah  Landing  and  Jeremiah's  -  Elsah) 

This  large  commercial  building  is  the  second  structure  on  the  site.  Lee  Mott,  son  of 
Elsah's  pioneer  druggist,  built  the  store  in  1 894 .  At  that  time  it  was  both  a  drug  store  and 
a  grocery.  Since  1975  the  building  has  housed  the  highly  successful  Elsah  Landing 
Restaurant  which  leases  its  space  from  Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  the  property  owners. 
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BATES-UWIGAN  HOUSE  (10) 
Elsah's  only  Gothic  Revival 
house  is  the  second  building 
to  occupy  this  site.  The  pres- 
ent structure  was  built  by 
Ernest  Bates  in  1891  for  his 
new  bride.  The  house  was 
resurrected  by  the  Mack 
family  m  1972. 


courtesy  ot  E.  Keller 


KELLER  STORE  (11)  (Elsah  Landing  Bakery  and  Tea  Room) 

Elsah's  grocery  store  began  as  the  home  of  Christian  Serini  just  before  the  Civil 
War.  The  picture  on  page  1 4  shows  the  original  window  arrangement  of  the  front  of  the 
store.  In  1 879  Edward  Keller,  the  present  owner's  grandfather,  bought  the  building  and 
his  wife  turned  it  into  a  confectionery.  The  same  year  Mr.  Keller  built  the  long  stable 
behind  the  store.  Mrs.  Josephine  Keller  became  famous  for  her  wares  throughout  the 
valley,  and  the  store  prospered.  The  Jersey  Counfy  Democrat  remarked  in  1 885,  "Mrs. 
Josephine  Keller's  fine  ice  cream  parlors  are  crowded  every  night  by  the  belles  and 
beaus  of  Elsah.  Keller's  is  the  "Bon  ton'  place  to  go  in  this  village." 


In  1883  Edward  Keller  added  the  wooden  portion  on  the  rear  of  the  store,  and 
then  he  began  to  beautify  the  building  itself.  Keller  and  Benjamin  Mott,  the  owner  of 
the  drug  store  next  door,  bought  the  omamental  iron  fence  in  the  spring  of  1 89 1 . 
During  the  summer  of  1891  Keller  provided  for  more  living  space  by  adding  the 
superb  mansard  roof  and  porch.  Until  its  closing  in  1970,  the  store  was  the  oldest 
surviving  business  in  Elsah. 


KELLER  HOME  (12)  The 
wooden  store  on  the 
front  ot  the  Keller  home 
was  probably  built  by 
JohnH,Onettoinl877.11 
served  as  a  saloon  for  a 
number  of  years,  and 
became  the  post  office 
for  a  short  time. 


HANSELL-MclNTlRE  HOUSE  (13; 


^  courtesy  of  E.  Keller 


The  most  typical  and  unspoiled  of  Elsah's  houses,  this  small  stone  building  at  the 
base  ot  Mount  Radiance  was  constructed  before  1 858.  Mrs.  Anna  Hansell  and  her  son 
Thomas,  a  commission  merchant,  bought  the  house  in  1870,  and  it  remained  in  the 
Hansell  family  until  1903.  The  two  AAews  of  LaSalle  Street  graphically  illustrate  how 
much  of  Elsah's  charm  has  remained.  The  older  photograph  dates  from  around  1900, 
and  the  other  picture  from  1967.  The  only  significant  changes,  aside  from  the  normal 
growth  of  the  trees  m  front  of  the  house,  are  the  loss  of  the  large  stone  building,  known 
as  the  "Robber's  Roost,"  the  paving  of  the  street,  and  the  utility  poles.  See  also  the  front 
cover  picture. 
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VILLAGE  HALL  (14) 
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When  James  Semple  surveyed  the  village  of  Elsah  and  offered  lots  for  sale,  he  set 
up  conditions  under  which  the  lots  could  be  developed.  In  his  advertisements  he 
offered  a  "liberal"  system  of  land  sale.  "Any  one  who  builds  a  house,  such  as  may  be 
required  —  and  it  need  not  be  very  costly  —  will  be  entitled  to  a  deed  for  the  lot  on 
which  it  stands,  as  a  donation,"  (Alton  Telegraph.  February  18,  1854).  This  did  not 
mention  any  village  govemment 

Semple  attempted  to  run  the  village  all  by 
himself,  controlling  the  waterfront,  the  street 

layout,  and  maintenance  of  public  facilities,  -         .  .  , 

After  1 857  he  and  his  wife  Mary  created  an  Elsa 
Building  and  Manufacturing  Company  to  sell 
the  lots,  and  he  built  a  school  house. 

The  Village  of  Elsah  was  not  incorporated 
until  1873,  over  six  years  after  the  death  of 
Semple.  For  a  number  of  years  different  build- 
ings served  as  the  Village  Hall,  most  notably  the 
ruined  ice  house  on  Mill  Street,  page  45,  Begin- 
ning in  1 884,  a  number  of  villagers  proposed  the 
erection  of  a  real  Village  Hall.  In  the  summer  of 
1887  the  Village  bought  the  land  from  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Victor  Keyser  began  the  foundation 
early  that  fall.  Stephen  H.  Tyler  and  John  B. 
Reintges  built  the  Hall  itself  in  the  late  fall  for 
$645.  On  December  23,  1887,  the  Hall  opened 
with  a  Christmas  party  intended  to  raise  some 
money  for  furnishings.  Since  that  time  the  Hall 
has  served  many  purposes,  including  dramatic 
presentations,  weddings,  and  organizational 
meetings.  The  bell  was  added  in  1 890.  The  Hall  is 
now  leased  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 
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BELL-GRAYSON  HOUSE  (15) 
One  of  the  most  successful 
restorations  of  a  small  Elsah 
house  is  this  brick  building, 
erected  before  the  Civil 
War  by  James  Bell,  who 
kept  a  livery  stable.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwin  Grayson 
restored  the  front  portion  of 
the  house  and  added  the 
rear  rooms  in  1959. 


McDOW  HOUSE-GIBERSON  STORE 
( 1 7)  The  present  McDow  home  is  on 
the  site  of  the  J.  M.  Giberson  store, 
built  in  1870.  The  store  was  a  dry 
goods  shop,  a  hotel,  and  also  a  post 
office  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
burned  down  in  1924, 


courtesy  of  Miss  L  McDow 
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UNION  HOTEL  (18) 

Only  two  frame  buildings  have  survived  from  Elsah's  earliest  days,  and  the  Union 
Hotel  on  LaSalle  Street  is  one  of  them.  August  Drexillus  operated  the  hotel  and  bar  for 
about  twenty  years  before  selling  it  to  William  H.  McDow,  In  1882  Mr.  McDow 
converted  the  hotel  into  a  store  building,  intending  to  help  with  the  grain  trade  that 
passed  through  Elsah  on  its  way  to  the  riverboats.  The  building  is  now  owned  by  Miss 
Nancy  McDow,  his  granddaughter. 

The  oldest  surviving  map  of  the  village,  dated  1861,  shows  this  building  as  a  long 
structure,  stretching  back  almost  halfway  through  the  block.  From  that  fact  we  can 
deduce  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  complete  survivals  in  the  whole  town.  The  doors, 
windows,  and  much  of  the  exterior  finish  are  either  very  old  or  original.  The  photo 
below  reveals  a  glimpse  of  LaSalle  St.  in  the  early  20th  century.  The  Union  Hotel  is  the 
tall  building  on  the  left. 


REINTGES-SCHWARZ  HOUSE  (19) 

Peter  Reintges,  who  built  this  house  about  1 853,  was  one  of  Elsah's  first  settlers.  He 
was  a  stone  mason  and  built  a  number  of  Elsah's  first  stone  houses.  His  first  home  was  on 
the  hill  immediately  behind  the  house  itself.  When  Peter  Reintges  died  in  1863, 
Christian  Loehr  married  Mrs.  Reintges  and  raised  the  Reintges  children.  Loehr  turned 
this  building  into  a  hotel  and  bar,  while  he  completed  Reintges'  brick  home  across  the 
street  (where  the  Maple  Leaf  Cottages  are  today). 

For  many  years  the  building  had  a  door  where  one  of  the  front  windows  is  today, 
and  the  living  room  was  the  bar  A  lease  dating  from  the  early  1 880's  tells  us  that  the 
saloon  was  equipped  with  eleven  chairs,  three  tables,  an  ice  cooler,  an  ice  chest,  and 
two  faucets,  along  with  mirrors  and  a  clock.  The  old  photograph  shows  that  the  house 
has  remained  unchanged  over  the  years.  The  interior  contains  a  stone  floor  in  the 
hallway  and  a  remarkable  vaulted  cellar,  a  reminder  of  the  days  when  the  old 
building  was  the  "Hotel  Elsah." 

courtesy  of  Mrs.  E.  Murphy 
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LOEHR-TAETZ  SMOKEHOUSE  (20) 
The  office  of  the  Maple  Leaf  Cottages  occupies  the  site 
of  the  "Maples,"  the  large  bnck  home  of  Christian 
Loehr,  Loehr,  as  a  saloon  keeper,  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  village.  He  gained  several 
properties  by  marriage  and  then  managed  his  affairs 
skillfully.  The  Loehr  home  burned  after  World  War  1, 
and  the  only  remainder  of  it  is  the  small  brick  smoke- 
house, here,  pictured  behind  the  Maple  Leaf  Cottages. 


FIRST  CHURCH  OF 
CHRIST,  SCIENTIST  (21) 


courtesy  ot Mrs.  E.  Murphy 


The  Christian  Science 
Church,  first  built  m  1942 
and  most  recently  en- 
larged in  1985,  occupies 
the  site  of  J.  N.  Squier's 
large  paper  mill,  which 
was  founded  and  de- 
stroyed by  fire  m  the  same 
year-  1868.  In  later  years 
C.  J.  Ward's  cider  mill 
stood  here.  The  rums  of 
the  mill  are  pictured 
above, 


PARSONAGE- 
PITCHFORD 
HOUSE  (22) 
The  Elsah  Methodists 
erected  their 
parsonage  in  1 859, 
fifteen  years  before 
the  church  across  the 
street.  The  brick 
portion  of  this  home 
has  had  very  few- 
changes  over  the 
years  as  can  be  seen 
by  the  picture  (ca. 
1885)  of  the 
Rutherford  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  Michael 
and  Mary  Ann 
Pitchford  have  been 
restoring  the  house 
since  1977,  adding 
the  carriage  house 
and  rear  wing. 


courtesy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Cresswell 
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The  photo  at  left  shows  the  house 
in  1931 

courtesy  of  Principia 


SERINI-HAUPT-BRUNS 
HOUSE  (24) 
For  many  years  this  pre-Civil  War 
stone  house  was  the  home  of 
Isaac  Haupt,  the  village  butcher 
and  fisherman.  He  operated  his 
butcher  shop  near  the  water- 
front. 


METHODIST  CHURCH  (25)  Elsah's  Methodists 
dedicated  their  little  Gothic  church  in  1874. 
Until  recent  times  this  was  the  only  church 
building  in  the  village.  Mrs.  Ames  gave  the 
small  Sunday  school  room  at  the  rear  of  the 
building  in  1921. 


ELSAH  SCHOOL  (26) 
(CIVIC  CENTER 
AND  MUSEUM) 
James  Semple  presented 
the  stone  school  building 
to  his  new  village  in  1857, 
It  is  reported  to  have  cost 
$2,833,  Throughout  the 
nineteenth  century  both 
the  upper  and  lower 
rooms  were  tilled  to  capa- 
city. The  school  was  also  a 
cultural  center  for  the  vil- 
lage since  the  pupils  often 
performed  in  dramatic  or 
musical  entertainments  to 
help  furnish  the  building. 
It  now  houses  the  free  Vil- 
lage Museum,  the  Village 
Board  meeting  room,  the 
Civic  Center,  the  office  for 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation, 
and  the  public  rest  rooms. 
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-     MOTT-CRONIN  HOUSE  ( 29 ) 


On  your  way  to  this  house  trom  the  Village  School 
you  will  pass  Fountain  Square  Park,  laid  out  by  James 
Semple  in  1859,  The  stone  wall  was  erected  in  1932  by 
F.  G.  Spatz  and  Walter  J,  Cresswell,  and  the  equipment  in 
the  park  was  donated  by  Daniel  J,  Murphy, 

The  frame  building  pictured  here  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  the  village,  and  it  is  a  remarkably  well- 
preserved  example  of  the  Franco-American  mode  of 
architecture,  Elsah's  prosperous  druggist,  Benjamin  L, 
Mott,  hired  an  Alton  contractor,  Degenhart,  to  build  the 
house  m  1881,  The  newspaper  references  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building  make  it  clear  that  the  villagers 
considered  the  new  Mott  home  a  most  imposing  addition 
to  their  community.  The  porch  may  have  been  added 
shortly  after  the  house  was  finished,  because  the  mam 
cornice  of  the  house  is  above  the  porch  roof.  The  mansard 
roof  and  the  full-length  windows  mark  the  Mott-Cronin 
house  as  a  building  very  much  in  keeping  with  the 
current  styles  of  the  1 880's.  Restored  in  1 978  by  Robert  and 
June  Cronin, 


FRANCIS  HOUSE  (30) 

The  outbuilding  in  the 
back  yard  ol  this  home  was 
used  for  a  number  of  pur- 
poses^ The  house  is  on  the 
site  of  the  home  of  James  K. 
Francis,  a  school  teacher 
who  also  operated  a  shop. 
The  small  creek  that  runs 
next  to  this  property  often 
flooded  the  village  after  a 
heavy  rain.  In  1894  the 
stream  destroyed  the  gar- 
den wall  here  and  washed 
out  bndges  and  fences  down 
the  valley. 
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SCHNEIDER-NORDEEN 
HOUSE  (31) 

This  fine  stone  house 
reflects  the  changing  tastes 
and  needs  of  its  owners. 
Xavler  Schneider,  a  coop- 
er, had  the  house  built  short- 
ly before  the  Civil  War.  At 
that  time  only  the  front 
room  was  standing.  In  1 880 
Mr.  Schneider's  family  out- 
grew the  house  and  he 
added  the  next  two  rooms 
on  the  rear  and  an  upper 
story  with  the  little  Gothic 
gable  end.  The  division  be- 
tween the  original  house 
and  the  new  rooms  can  be  seen  in  the  side  walls  clearly.  The  Schneiders  lived  in  the  house 
half  a  century  while  Mr.  Schneider  made  barrels  for  the  local  farmers  and  for  Elsah's  flour 
mills  and  distilleries.  He  was  nearly  killed  by  robbers  in  1 887  on  Mill  Street  about  fifty  yards 
from  this  house,  but  he  survived  for  a  number  of  years  in  spite  of  his  injuries.  Dr.  Ernest  Lyons, 
formerly  of  the  Principia  College  chemistry  department,  bought  the  house  after  World  War  II 
and  added  the  frame  bedroom  wing  on  the  side  of  the  house. 


courtesy  of  Principia 
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GREENE  HOUSE  (32)  The  stone  portion  on  the  left  side  was  probably  built  before  1 860 
by  William  F,  Greene,  a  chair  maker  and  carpenter.  For  many  years  it  was  the  home  of 
Mary  Stoud,  one  of  the  village  school  teachers. 


REED-CRESSWELL  HOUSE  ( 33 )  Elsah's  brick  yard  was  on  this  property,  and  this  home 
was  one  of  the  first  houses  in  the  village,  built  before  1858.  Samuel  B .  Reed  and  his  heirs 
occupied  the  house  for  almost  half  a  century.  The  front  porch  and  a  number  of  other 
additions  to  the  house  were  made  by  Walter  J,  Cresswell,  the  father  of  the  present 
owner.  Miss  Marie  Cresswell. 
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THE  McNAIR  HOUSES  (34)  (35) 

The  brick  McNair-Hosmer  house  was  built  before  1 859,  probably  with  brick 
made  in  the  yard  on  the  hill  behind  the  nearby  Cresswell  house.  It  remained  in  the 
McNair  family  for  many  years,  Mrs,  Minna  Johnson  did  much  to  restore  and  improve 
the  building  following  her  purchase  of  it  m  1952,  The  Hosmers  hove  continued  the 
restoration. 

The  smaller  stone  house,  the  McNair-Mmanck  house,  also  belonged  to  the 
McNairs  for  many  years  after  it  was  built  sometime  before  1858.  The  taxes,  typical  of 
houses  m  the  village,  were  $4,56  m  1880,  and  the  house  rented  in  1882  for  $10  per 
month.  The  present  occupant  is  Mrs  Dennie  Mmarick. 

Because  William  A,  McNair  kept  a  diary,  more  of  the  intimate  daily  life  of  this 
colorful  early  family  is  available  than  of  any  other  Elsah  family.  William  and  his 
brother  Robert  were  jacks-of-all-trades,  but  their  great  love  was  inventing  machinery. 
Because  of  lack  of  capital  and  legal  backing,  they  were  not  commercially  successful, 
but  they  did  produce  in  1 882  an  early  corn  planter,  a  machine  able  to  sow  rectangular 
fields  apparently  later  manufactured  by  John  Deere.  Later  they  made  an  early 
mechanical  adding  machine  but  were  not  able  to  profit  from  it.  They  did  hold  a  patent 
on  an  ingenious  folding  metal  basket,  and  worked  on  a  new  type  of  steam  engine  as 
well  as  numerous  other  devices. 

Because  of  the  rural  economy  of  Elsah,  though,  they  spent  much  of  their  time 
repairing  farm  machinery  for  their  neighbors,  turning  baseball  bats  and  clothespins 
on  their  lathe,  making  and  repairing  fumiture,  filing  innumerable  sows,  building 
houses,  making  coffins,  grinding  grain  with  their  steam  powered  mill,  repairing  rifles 
during  hunting  season,  tinsmithmg,  cutting  hay  for  their  stock,  butchering,  and  doing 
the  myriad  other  jobs  demanded  of  the  versatile  in  a  highly  self-sufficient  community. 
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When  the  river  rose,  they  would  often  quit  regular  work 
and  row  out  to  catch  drift  logs  and  lumber,  some  of  which 
proved  very  valuable.  Some  logs  they  cut  into  lumber 
themselves,  When  peaches  were  in  season,  and  James  Starr, 
whose  orchards  were  in  the  area  of  Eliestoun,  gave  them  fruit, 
they  would  take  a  day  or  two  off  to  can  peach  butter. 

The  McNair  machine  shop  was  located  across  Mill 
Street  from  the  Darnell  house,  near  the  bridge.  For  a  time  in 
1 882,  when  the  brothers  expected  to  be  mass  producing  their 
com  planter,  they  rented  the  bottom  floor  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Hall. 

In  spite  of  all  these  activities,  both  brothers  found  time  to  ploy  baseball  with  the 
Elsah  Silver  Greys,  to  serve  on  the  Village  Board,  to  be  election  judges  and  active 
members  of  the  Democratic  Party.  They  sang  in  the  Methodist  Church  choir  and  were 
reputed  to  have  fine  voices.  Some  of  their  diversions  were  hunting  and  fishing, 
gathering  walnuts  across  the  river  and  blackberries  on  the  hill  behind  Elsah,  and 
skating  in  the  winter.  Lectures  at  the  school  were  also  popular,  as  were  traveling  shows, 
usually  held  in  Farley's  Music  Hall.  Both  men  belonged  to  the  1.  O.  O.  F. 

William  NcNair's  sons,  Eugene  and  Tommy,  had  a  typical  country  town 
boyhood,  with  much  fishing,  hunting,  boating,  camping  on  Portage  Island,  the  usual 
chores,  and  a  good  basic  education.  By  young  manhood  both  were  as  versatile  as 
their  father  and  held  a  variety  of  jobs  around  Elsah  and  the  Chautauqua  newly- 
founded  in  Babb's  Hollow. 

The  fabric  of  daily  life  in  Elsah  is  in  the  McNair  diaries.  They  reveal  a  self- 
sufficient,  slow-moving,  but  progressive  and  inventive  community,  an  industrious 
family,  and  a  life  full  of  difficulties  we  can  scarcely  imagine  today. 
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ELSAH  AND  THE  RAILROADS 

Although  Elsah  began  as  a  river  port,  her 
biggest  problem  for  many  years  was  isolation. 
The  Mississippi  was  not  navigable  at  lower  water 
or  during  some  of  the  winter  months,  and  Elsah 
lacked  good  communications  with  the  rest  of 
Jersey  County.  As  early  as  1 8  7 1  people  m  Grafton 
agitated  for  a  railroad  to  Alton  along  the  base  of 
the  bluffs.  Elsah's  great  opportunity  came  in  1 880 
when  Joy  Gould  attempted  to  get  the  use  of  the 
Eads  Bridge  in  St,  Louis  for  his  Wabash  Railroad. 
Gould  planned  a  rail  line  that  would  go  from 
Springfield  to  Grafton,  cutting  down  to  the  river 

front  at  Elsah.  Although  it  was  never  clear,  Gould  appeared  to  be  threatening  to  build 

a  rail  bridge  at  Grafton. 

The  new  line  was  chartered  as  the  St.  Louis,  Jerseyville  and  Springfield  Railroad 
in  1 88 1 .  The  agents  of  the  railroad  sold  subscriptions  for  shares  of  stock  at  $  1 00  each  on 
the  promise  that  the  railroad  would  get  a  train  into  Elsah  by  the  first  of  January,  1 882. 
Elsah  witnessed  a  second  boom  period  during  the  whole  year  1881.  Her  houses,  hotels, 
stores,  and  saloons  were  all  full.  There  was  talk  of  a  bridge  at  Elsah  instead  of  Grafton. 
Mr.  Daniel  J.  Murphy  came  down  from  Jerseyville  to  supervise  some  of  the  work. 

At  first  the  line  was  to  come  down  the  valley  along  the  west  side  of  the  hill,  but  the 
destruction  that  would  be  caused  by  such  a  proposal  forced  the  surveyors  to  move  the 
line  to  the  east  side  of  the  valley.  The  engineers  planned  a  tunnel  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  valley  so  that  the  grade  coming  into  Elsah  would  not  be  too  steep.  All  through  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1881  workmen  toiled  on  the  cut  on  the  side  of  the  hill  and  on  the 
tunnel.  By  October  it  was  clear  that  the  tunnel  would  not  be  ready  by  January  first,  so 
another  expedient  had  to  be  tried. 

Starting  at  the  head  of  the  valley  the  railroaders  constructed  a  "shoo  fly"  (a  rail 
line  around  an  obstruction)  which  ran  along  the  side  of  the  hill,  with  trestles  bridging 
the  valleys.  This  line  joined  the  existing  cut  right  behind  the  Reed-Cresswell  house.  You 
can  follow  both  of  them  up  the  valley,  but  remember  the  lower  line  was  never  used.  At 
Maple  Street  the  "shoo  fly"  line  went  onto  a  huge  wooden  trestle  which  appears  in  the 
photograph  on  page  7.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night  on  January  1 , 1 882,  the  railroad  did  get  a 
locomotive  down  into  the  valley. 

Once  Gould  won  the  right  to  use  Eads  Bridge,  he  quickly  forgot  his  little  Grafton 
line.  The  trains  ran  on  an  irregular  schedule  until  June  of  1 890,  when  the  trestle  was  torn 
down.  In  September  of  1 890  Elsah  finally  welcomed  a  train  on  the  Bluff  Line  from  Alton, 
thus  completing  her  natural  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  river  valley. 

The  railroad  culvert  behind  the  McNair-Hosmer  house,  pictured  above,  was 
built  by  Hiram  Keyser  between  July  and  October  1881. 
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WARD-ROCKABRAND  HOUSE  ( 36 )  One  of  the  largest 
stone  buildings  from  Elsah's  earliest  period  (ca, 
1858),  this  was  the  home  of  Clement  J.  Ward,  a 
carpenter  who  also  ran  a  cider  mill  facing  Selma 
Square,  The  house  was  renovated  by  Mrs.  Margaret 
Singletary.  A  two-story  frame  addition  was  added 
by  the  Rockabrands  in  1985. 

courtesy  of  E.  Kellefi 


HUSS-EDMISTON  HOUSE  (37)  Lawrence  Huss,  a  shoemaker,  built  this 
brick  house  before  the  Civil  War.  This  picture,  copied  from  a  ferrotype,  is 
one  of  Elsah's  earliest.  In  the  1970's,  Mrs.  Virginia  Anderson  undertook  a 
major  restoration  of  the  house  which  included  the  removal  of  a  large 
cement  block  addition  which  had  been  added  to  the  house  for  a  modern 
cafe. 
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courtesy  o/ Mrs.  £  Murph/ 

REINTGES-DURHAM  HOUSE  (38) 

This  house  began  in  the  late  1 850's  as  a  small  stone  house,  built  by  Peter  Reintges, 
His  son,  John  B.  Reintges,  the  first  child  born  m  the  village,  lived  m  the  house  many  years 
and  helped  to  construct  many  village  buildings  including  the  Village  Hall,  The  rear 
portion  of  the  house  dotes  from  1 892,  although  it  has  been  extended  by  Mrs.  Margaret 
Singletary  in  the  late  1 960's.  John  Reintges  is  on  the  back  porch  ( right ) .  This  picture,  as 
yet  undated,  shows  wooden  sidewalks. 
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KELLER-DEITZ 
HOUSE  (39) 

Apparently  this  small 
stone  house  dates  from 
the  late  1850's,  Fora 
number  of  years  it 
belonged  to  Louis 
Keller,  who  lived  next 
door.  Edward  Pinney 
probably  added  part 
of  the  rear  extension  in 
1882. 
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courtesy  of  E.  Keller 


KELLER-TAETZ  HOUSE  (40) 


In  March  of  1856  Louis  Keller,  a  cooper,  came  to  Elsah,  He  probably  had  his 
house  built  within  a  year.  For  many  years  Mr.  Keller  made  barrels  m  the  back  yard  in 
a  shed  that  is  no  longer  standing  He  added  the  mansard  roof  and  the  rear  extension 
of  the  house  in  1892,  Louis  Keller's  son  Edward  began  Keller's  store,  which  is 
discussed  on  p,  15,  The  upper  picture  is  dated  1910,  The  house  was  restored  to  its 
present  appearance  by  the  Lester  Sontag  family. 
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BATES-KINDER  HOUSE  (41 )  Some  of  the  buildings  on  this  property  go  back  to  the  early 
1 860's,  when  the  Bates  family  lived  here  The  ongmal  portion  of  the  house,  pictured  above, 
IS  an  example  of  a  style  often  called  "cottage  victonan."  The  larger  additions  combine 
designs  by  former  owners  Chuck  and  Shiriey  Vogt  and  current  owner  Randy  Kinder, 


courtesy  of  Mrs  E  Murphy 
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THIELE-DARNELL  HOUSE  (43) 

Although  there  certainly  was  a  house  on  this  site  as  early  as  1 86 1 ,  probably  only 
the  basement  of  that  first  house  survives.  The  house  we  see  today  belonged  for  many 
years  to  the  Farley  family,  serving  as  a  home,  boarding  house,  and  doctor's  office. 
Benjamin  F,  Farley  was  one  of  Elsah's  principal  physicians  for  many  years,  even 
though  he  was  denounced  by  some  Democratic  newspaper  columnists  as  a  quack 

(Farley  was  a  Republican  leader). 

The  Farley  home  contains  some  "fanciful"  im- 
provements made  by  the  doctor's  son,  Frank,  in  the 
year  1 890,  just  after  the  doctor  had  passed  away.  The 
mansard  roof  must  certainly  come  from  this  period.  The 
house  declined  considerably  until  Robert  Connell  re- 
stored it.  The  Darnells  have  continued  the  work. 

FARLEY  MUSIC  HALL  (42) 

In  his  capacity  as  Republican  boss  of  Elsah,  Dr. 
Farley  undertook  in  1 885  to  construct  the  long  building 
across  the  creek  from  his  home.  Very  quickly  it  became 
known  as  the  "Music  Hall"  or  "Farley's  Dance  Hall."  In 
spite  of  the  protests  of  the  Democrats,  the  hall  became  a 
center  of  village  activity,  including  visits  from  wan- 
dering Indian  medicine  shows,  meetings  of  the  literary 
clubs,  church  socials,  school  plays,  and  all  sorts  of 
dances. 

Early  in  the  twentieth  century  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
bought  the  Hall  and  added  the  second  floor.  Their 
initials  appear  in  the  upper  window  of  this  1910  picture. 
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ONETTO-WANAMAKER 
HOUSE  (44) 

William  G,  Onetto,  a 
blacksmith,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  Elsah,  m  1853, 
He  must  have  had  this 
house  built  shortly  after  his 
arrival,  and  he  continued 
to  live  m  it  until  his  death  m 
1892,  The  additions  to  the 
house  were  put  on  by  Dr 
and  Mrs  Charles  R,  Lyons, 


BUGGY  SHOP  (47) 
(OUDERKIRK  RESIDENCE) 
John  Remtges  erected  the 
wagon  shop  m  the  sum- 
mer of  1877.  Although 
there  have  been  some 
changes,  particularly  m 
the  front,  the  buggy  shop 
IS  one  of  the  buildings  that 
gives  Elsah  its  quaint  fla- 
vor You  can  still  read  the 
lettering  painted  across 
the  gable  end  of  the  shop: 
"Wagons  and  Buggies 
Made  and  Repaired," 
One  of  the  peculiarities  of 

the  construction  of  the       _      --^_^«*^_^j^       ^„.  .  ^   .    ^      ^.     ..^  ^.^., 
buggy  shop  is  the  fact  that 

the  front  entrance  is  one  floor  above  the  rear  entrance,  a  construction  feature  that 
wagon  makers  desired.  Apparently  the  vehicles  could  be  worked  on  from  above  or 
from  below  by  using  two  levels.  In  1 975  the  building  suffered  considerable  damage  m 
a  fire  The  building  was  reconstructed  using  many  portions  of  the  old  sidmg 

Elsah's  stone  buildings  rarely  have  segmental  arches,  but  the  lower  floor  of  the 
buggy  shop  has  brick  lintels  which  permit  arches  (see  picture  lower  right). 
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STEPHANY-HOEY  HOUSE  (46) 

The  complex  of  buildings  on  this  comer 
presents  a  panorama  of  construction  as  the 
needs  of  the  Stephany  family  changed.  In 
1870  Martm  Stephany  bought  the  corner 
building,  constructed  by  E,  L,  Bernhardt  be- 
fore 1861,  Stephany  opened  a  dry  goods  store 
across  the  street.  When  Otto  Stephany  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  store,  he  added  a 
wooden  building  (1882)  to  serve  as  a  law 
office  for  his  brother-in-law,  George  Lane.  By 
this  time  the  Stephany  family  had  a  one-story 
building  that  went  all  the  way  to  the  alley.  In 
1900  Otto  Stephany  added  two  rooms  on  the 
back  of  the  house  next  to  the  alley,  along  with 
a  second  story  and  a  porch.  Some  of  these 
changes  can  be  detected  in  the  stonework  on 
the  alley  side  of  the  building. 
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SCHNEIDER-CARPER  HOUSE  (48)  Here  is  another  of  Elsah's  stone  houses  from  the  late 
1 850's,  built  for  Peter  Schneider,  a  farmer,  William  Gillham,  a  laborer,  added  the  rear 
portion  in  1897.  The  door  hood  dates  from  the  same  era. 

Elsah  once  had  many  barns  but  few  remain.  The  barn  pictured  below  was  built  by 
Edward  Keller  in  1879  for  use  as  a  stable. 


KELLER  BARN  (llA) 


courtesy  of  Principia 


courtesy  of  E.  Keller 

Mrs,  McDaniel  and  Mr,  Fred  Spatz  standing 
in  front  of  the  Read  House  in  the  1930's. 


KEYSER-READ  HOUSE  (51 ) 

In  the  late  1850's  Hiram  T,  Key- 
ser,  a  mason  and  brick-layer,  came 
to  help  construct  a  number  of  village 
buildings.  The  brick  house  and  the 
small  stone  house  next  to  it  were 
almost  certainly  built  by  him,  Stephen 
H,  Tyler,  a  talented  carpenter,  bought 
the  brick  house  in  1873,  Probably 
many  of  the  distinctive  features  be- 
long to  him,  in  particular  the  orna- 
ments in  the  lintels  on  the  street  side, 
the  bay  window,  and  the  superb 
porch.  The  columns  of  the  porch  are 
reputed  to  have  been  made  from 
logs  floated  down  the  river.  This 
porch  is  the  only  remaining  example 
in  the  village,  but  half  a  century  ago 
there  were  two  similar  porches  in  the 
village — all  probably  the  work  of 
Tyler,  The  two-story  original  part  of 
the  house  was  magnificently  restored 
by  Mrs.  Eleanor  Read,  (Mrs.  Henry 
Holt's  mother),  in  1947  -  making  this 
Elsah's  first  20th  century  restoration 
Mrs.  Read  added  the  one-story  brick 
wing  in  1960. 

TYLER-DARR  HOUSE  (53) 

Tyler  constructed  the  frame 
mansard-roofed  cottage  across  the 
street  in  1883  and  1884,  and  it  was 
beautifully  restored  and  enlarged  by 
the  Delby  Darr  family  m  1979. 
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RUINED  ICE  HOUSE  (52) 

Elsah  has  a  number  of  ruins,  but  lew  of  them  can  equal  the  massive  quality  of  this 
ruined  ice  house.  When  photographed  in  1931  (see  below),  the  building  appears  to 
have  been  intact,  yet  today  it  seems  to  evoke  a  charm  that  comes  from  another  era. 

There  were  at  least  five  ice  houses  in  Elsah:  at  the  end  of  Valley  Street,  under 
Moll's  store,  at  Eliestoun,  and  at  Notch  Cliff. 


courtesy  of  Principia 


picture  by  Evan  Williams 


HISTORIC  ELSAH  FOUNDATION; 

In  the  early  I960's  a  garden  club  formed  in  Elsah  with  the  idea  of  sponsoring 
house  tours  that  would  finance  a  restoration  of  the  grounds  of  the  Village  Hall.  This 
informal  organization  finally  became  the  nucleus  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation, 
incorporated  in  1971,  Almost  immediately  the  Foundation  began  a  publications 
program  that  included  quarterly  newsletters  and  occasional  pamphlets  on  topics 
related  to  Elsah  history  The  Foundation  leased  the  Village  Hall  and  put  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  money  into  restoration  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  building.  In  1 976  the 
Foundation  purchased  the  principal  commercial  building  of  the  town  and  is  currently 
leasing  space  to  both  the  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant  and  Jeremiah's-Elsah.  Also 
sponsored  by  the  Foundation  are  house  tours,  open  meetings,  informal  group  tours,  art 
and  craft  exhibitions,  concerts,  and  Christmas  parties.  In  addition  this  group  has  given 
some  assistance  to  business  in  the  Elsah  area.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Foundation  will 
be  a  key  element  in  helping  residents  and  non-residents  to  appreciate  the  unique 
character  of  Elsah. 
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THE  ARCHITECTURE  OF  ELSAH 

Elsah's  buildings  nearly  all  fit  into  three  archi- 
tectural styles;  Greek  Revival,  Franco-American,  and 
Gothic  Revival.  Ot  course  Moybeck's  work  on  the  Spatz 
filling  station  and  the  Pinney-Hussey  house  defy  any 
stylistic  description.  These  architectural  styles  fit  into 

the  cycles  of  building  activity  that  loosely  coincided  with  Elsah's  brief  penods  of 
expansion  and  prosperity. 

Nearly  all  of  the  stone  and  brick  buildings  date  from  the  years  between  1 853  and 
1 86 1 ,  which  can  be  called  the  first  epoch  in  Elsah  building.  All  of  the  structures  that  date 
from  these  years  are  Greek  Revival  in  character,  although  none  of  them  have  the 
formal  portico  of  that  style.  The  Keyser-Read  house  has  a  fine  example  of  a  Greek 
Revival  cornice,  and  a  number  of  brick  houses  hove  good  Greek  Revival  window 
lintels.  (Note  especially  the  Parsonage  and  the  Trovillion  house).  Stone  houses,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  very  difficult  to  decorate.  A  number  of  the  stone  houses  have  heavier 
stones  on  the  corners  used  in  the  manner  of  quoins.  Some  stonework  has  a  decorative 
coloring,  but  that  is  certainly  a  natural  process.  Only  the  Riverview  house  and  the 
Union  Hotel  represent  frame  buildings  of  the  earliest  period. 

The  Franco-American  mode,  with  its  mansard  roofs,  is  representative  of  the  years 
between  1880  and  the  middle  1890's.  1881  and  1891,  the  peak  building  years,  are  both 
marked  by  railroad  booms,  and  the  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel  also  spurred  building  activity. 
Nearly  all  of  the  structures  of  this  period  are  frame.  (The  Stephany-Hoey  home  is  an 
exception. )  Some  of  the  houses  of  the  first  period  now  carry  graceful  roofs  of  the  second 
( such  as  the  Keller-Taetz  house  or  the  Keller  Store ) .  Many  houses  of  the  first  and  second 
eras  have  interesting  brackets  on  their  porches,  most  of  which  date  from  the  years  after 
1870. 

The  Bradley  house,  Elsah's  grandest  home,  represents  the  one  effort  on  the  part  of 
local  carpenters  to  try  the  Italianate  style  of  architecture,  with  its  arched  windows  and 
heavy  cornice  brackets.  These  decorations  are  additions  of  the  1 880's  applied  to  a 
brick  building  of  the  Greek  Revival  style  (see  the  doorway). 

The  Methodist  Church  and  the  Bates-Lanigan  house  are  the  only  representatives 
of  the  Gothic  Revival,  and  they  are  both  quite  simple  and  late.  Perhaps  those  last  two 
words  typify  the  architecture  of  Elsah;  It  is  all  quite  simple,  and  most  of  it  was  late  for  the 
normal  progression  of  styles  in  the  United  States.  Naturally,  all  of  these  factors  give  the 
village  a  sense  of  continuity  and  variety  at  the  same  time. 
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The  Gate  Lodge  in  1931, 
showing  the  blutt  much 
clearer  than  it  is  today. 


courtesy  of  E.  Keller 

THE  GATE  LODGE  (54) 

Mrs,  Lucy  Ames'  gate  lodge  guards  her  old  entrance  road,  and  we  now  turn  to  a 
world  that  lay  around  Elsah.  This  little  stone  house  was  one  of  the  final  additions  to  the 
Notch  Cliff  estate  once  the  arrival  of  the  Bluff  Line  made  it  possible  for  Mrs,  Ames  to 
hove  a  proper  driveway,  Hiram  Keyser  did  the  stonework  and  John  Remtges  had  the 
contract  for  the  wooden  portions  of  the  gate  house,  which  was  completed  in  the 
summer  of  1894 

The  bridge,  the  gate  lodge,  and  the  long  road  up  the  hill  are  all  physical 
reminders  of  the  Semple-Ames-Turner  family,  which  owned  much  of  the  land  around 
the  village  of  Elsah  from  1852  to  1930,  James  Semple,  the  founder  of  Elsah,  had  had  a 
long  career  in  politics  which  culminated  in  a  term  m  the  United  States  Senate,  When 
General  Semple  (his  rank  from  the  Black  Hawk  War)  retired  from  public  life,  he  built 
his  home  on  the  hill  north  and  west  of  the  village.  The  house,  known  as  "Trevue,"  has 
disappeared  Semple's  daughter,  Lucy  Virginia,  found  herself  m  1867  a  widow  v/ith 
four  children,  a  flourishing  St,  Louis  meatpacking  firm,  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
Illinois  real  estate  She  eventually  built  Notch  Cliff  and  developed  the  estate  Mrs, 
Ames'  daughter  Ada  married  Henry  S  Turner,  Jr ,  of  St  Louis,  and  he  constructed 
Eliestoun  on  the  bluffs  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Elsah,  Eventually  nearly  all  of  the 
lands  that  had  belonged  to  the  Semples,  the  Ames,  and  the  Turners  came  into  the 
hands  of  Prmcipia,  The  genealogical  chart  shown  on  page  49  should  help  to  clear  up 
the  relationships  between  the  people  who  lived  m  the  buildings  that  are  covered  on 
the  next  few  pages. 


The  Gate  Lodge  today  stands 
at  the  entrance  of  Principia's 
back  road 
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THE  SEMPLE.  AMES,  AND  TURNER  FAMILIES 


John  W.  Semple 


Nathaniel  Ames 

St.  Louis  meat  packer 

1856 


1833 


James  Semple 
1798-1866 
•ounder  of 
:isah  , 


■Mary  S,  Mizner 


Ada 


Eugene 


1 

Julia  E, 


Henry  Ames 
1818-1866 


1860 


Lucy  Virginia  Semple 
1837-1925 
Guilder  of 
^otch  Cliff 


Edgar  Ames 
1824-1867 


Henry  Semple  Ames        Mary  Semple  Ames        Edgar  Ames 


Mexican  War  hero 
and  banker 


1883 


Ada  Ames  ■ 
1861-1929 


Maj,  Henry  Turner- Julia  Hunt 
1811-1881 

1 

16  others 

Builder  of  Eliestoun 
■  Henry  S.  Turner,  Jr. 
1860-1921 


Edgar  Ames  Turner       Julia  Marion  Turner  -  ( 1 )  J.  D,  Wooster 
1885-1920  1894-1971  Lambert  1914 

-(2)  Sidney  T.Allen 
1925 


liestoun  architect:  Alexander  Wadsworth  Longfellow  1 854- 1 934  Har- 
vard, Boston  Tech,  Beaux  Arts  (Pans)  1879-81, 
offices  of  H.  H.  Richardson  1882-1886. 


liestoun  landscape  architect:  J.  Wilkinson  Elliott, 

active  1884-1902 


MAP  OF  THE  ELSAH  AREA.  1 895- 1 9 1 0  The  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel  (upper  left )  was  on 

the  area  that  is  now  the  Pnncipia  picnic  grounds.  Notch  Cliff  ( marked  Mansion ) 

50         was  at  the  end  of  what  is  now  Lilac  Lane  on  the  college  campus.  Eastover 


occupied  the  present  site  of  the  Principia  College  Chapel,  Part  of  the  road  to 
Eliestoun  has  survived,  and  a  number  of  outbuildings  at  Eliestoun  also  remain, 
including  the  small  office. 
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courtesy  of  Principia 


PIASA  BLUFFS  HOTEL 
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Many  people  over  the  years  have  hoped  that  Elsah  might  turn  into  a  business 
center  or  a  popular  summer  resort,  and  most  succeeded  only  in  putting  their  dreams 
onto  paper.  The  Piasa  Bluffs  Improvement  Company,  formed  m  1889  by  four 
gentlemen  from  St,  Louis,  did  manage  to  leave  a  permanent  mark  on  Elsah's  history 

In  the  spring  of  1 890  they  began  construction  of  a  great  hotel,  designed  by  the  St 
Louis  architect,  J.  B.  Legg.  The  site  they  selected  was  called  Mount  Pisgah  the  highest 
bluff  between  Elsah  and  Chautauqua.  The  plans  called  for  a  number  of  cottages  on 
Taylor  Avenue  (which  really  was  an  extension  of  Palm  Street),  and  a  tramway  that 
went  up  the  side  of  a  slope  west  of  the  hotel.  Travelers  on  the  Bluff  Line  could  either  take 
a  carnage  up  the  hill  or  approach  the  hotel  on  the  tramway.  June,  1891,  marked  the 
grand  opening,  complete  with  a  band  and  an  auction  for  the  house  lots  Eleven 
hundred  visitors  from  St.  Louis,  Alton,  and  Jersey  County  elbowed  their  way  through  the 
building  and  inspected  the  grounds,  but  only  seven  lots  were  sold  the  first  day. 

After  such  an  unpromising  grand  opening  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  out  that 


the  directors  of  the  Plasa  Bluffs  Improvement  Company  were  not  able 
to  make  their  hotel  and  their  summer  colony  a  successful  business 
venture.  Within  two  years  the  hotel  had  to  be  sold  for  taxes,  A  new 
manager  tried  to  improve  the  road  up  to  the  hotel  and  install  some 
new  features  that  would  attract  tourists,  but  he  also  failed,  Mr,  Charles 
Nugent  of  St,  Louis  purchased  the  hotel  in  1 897  and  opened  it  for  one 
year  after  he  had  also  thoroughly  renovated  it.  That  was  the  last 
season  for  the  great  hotel,  Nugent  and  his  family  wandered  around 
the  hotel  building  each  summer  for  a  number  of  years,  but  they  had 
little  hope  of  reopening  the  hotel  for  visitors,  A  number  of  summer 
cottages  were  built  in  the  Piasa  Bluffs  area  beyond  the  hotel,  and 
some  remained  in  use  for  a  number  of  years,  but  none  survive  today, 

Principia  decided  to  tear  doAAm  the  decaying  hotel  in  the  spring 
of  1931,  Today  all  we  can  see  are  the  hotel  foundations  on  the 
Principia  picnic  grounds  where  the  stone  piers  support  a  shed  for 
picnics.  The  foundation  of  the  upper  steam  tramway  station  is  still 
present,  m  a  nearby  impenetrable  bnar  patch,  and  the  footings  of  the 
hotel  water  tower  afford  another  bare  trace  of  this  enterprise,  (The 
picnic  grounds  are  not  open  to  the  public). 


The  earlier  picture  was 
probably  taken  during 
the  summer  of  - 1 89 1 ,  the 
later  during  the 
dismantling  of  the  ill- 
fated  summer  resort. 


courtesy  of  Principia 
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NOTCH  CLIFF 

Lucy  Ames  and  her  husband  Edgar  dreamed  of  building  a  great  country- 
home  on  the  hill  that  looked  down  to  the  Mississippi  from  a  break  in  the  bluffs,  but  he 
died  before  they  could  begin  construction,  Mrs,  Ames  did  build  Notch  Cliff  in  1 872, 
using  stone  brought  up  the  hill  from  the  Elsah  quarry.  For  nearly  four  decades  she 
extended  the  house  and  improved  the  gardens  of  the  estate.  Villagers  today 
sometimes  speak  of  Notch  Cliff  as  a  "castle"  in  comparison  to  other  homes.  It  was  a 
grand  mansion  set  in  a  superb  garden,  and  by  the  standards  of  most  homes  in  Elsah 
it  was  indeed  overwhelming.  Mrs,  Ames  generously  entertained  many  of  her 
friends  from  all  over  the  United  States  at  Notch  Cliff,  and  she  also  permitted  her 


This  early 
front  view 
shows  the 
grandeur  of 
Notch  Cliff, 


courtesy  of  E  Keller 

friends  from  the  village  to  come  to  the  Notch  Cliff  grounds  to  celebrate  holidays, 
particularly  the  fourth  of  July, 

A  reporter  from  St.  Louis  who  covered  the  wedding  of  Ada  Ames  noted  in  1 883 
that  Notch  Cliff  had  a  drawing  room  with  a  large  bay  window,  a  library,  a  dining 
room  and  conservatories.  The  carpets  in  some  of  the  rooms  were  velvet.  Everywhere 
the  man  looked  he  saw  evidences  of  wealth  and  culture,  for  Mrs.  Ames  was  a  world 
traveler. 

Each  year  Mrs,  Ames  attempted  to  improve  and  enlarge  Notch  Cliff  and  its 
estate.  In  1874  she  spent  $20,000  in  one  season  on  additions  and  improvements.  An 
extension  was  constructed  on  the  house  in  1885,  known  as  "East  Cliff".  In  1891  she 
spent  $  1 5,000  on  a  special  waterworks  that  was  to  pump  river  water  up  over  the 
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courtesy  of  Mrs  E.  Murphy 

hill  to  the  house  through  about  a  mile  of  pipe.  At  the  same  time  she  moved  her 
driveway  from  the  toot  of  Alpa  Street  and  built  the  bridge  and  added  the  gate  house  in 
1894.  By  this  time  Notch  Cliff  had  several  fish  ponds  and  many  exotic  plants,  not  to 
speak  of  a  number  of  farm  buildings  that  can  be  located  on  the  1 900  map  (page  50). 

While  Mrs,  Ames  was  vacationing  m  Michigan  in  the  summer  of  1 9 1 1 ,  Notch  Cliff 
burned  to  the  ground.  A  number  of  villagers  under  the  leadership  of  Lee  Mott  rescued 
some  of  the  principal  furnishings,  but  they  could  not  really  fight  the  fire.  The  villagers 
must  have  regretted  the  whole  incident,  because  they  often  showed  their  genuine 
affection  for  Mrs.  Ames  One  resident  of  Elsah  wrote  in  1 888,  "her  chanty  is  munificent, 
her  democracy,  like  that  of  her  distinguished  father  is  superb." 


Notch  Cliff  from 
the  rear,  seen 
above,  is  also 
imposing.  After 
the  fire,  the 
ruins,  seen  left, 
became  a 
favorite  spot  for 
Sunday  walks. 


courtesy  of  Mrs.  E.  Murptiy 


Mrs.  Ames'  marble  bust,  probably  rescued  from  the  Notch  Cliff 
fire,  is  now  in  Principia's  School  of  Nations  Museum. 
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ELIESTOUN 

When  Henry  S.  Turner,  Jr.,  of  St,  Louis  bought  the  old  J,  E.  Starr  farm  in  1888,  he 
announced  that  he  was  going  to  build  a  fine  country  home  and  become  a  gentleman 
farmer.  This  was  no  idle  boast,  because  Turner's  father  had  left  him  a  handsome  life 
income,  and  Turner's  marriage  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  Lucy  Ames  helped  him 
considerably. 

While  m  the  East,  Henry  Turner  hired  Alexander  Wadsworth  Longfellow,  a  young 
Boston  architect  that  had  just  been  a  draughtsman  m  the  offices  of  the  architect  Henry 
Hobson  Richardson,  to  design  his  proposed  country  home,  Longfellow  apparently 
helped  Turner  find  a  Pittsburgh  landscape  architect,  J,  Wilkinson  Elliott, 

By  the  fall  of  1889  construction  began.  The  house  is  a  good  example  of  the 
"Shingle  Style,"  which  was  current  m  the  Eastern  seaside  resorts.  The  leaded  windows 
and  the  varied  treatment  of  the  floor  plan  and  the  different  types  of  exterior  surfaces 
were  all  indications  that  Longfellow  was  attempting  to  imitate  English  manor  houses 
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Eliestoun  dunng  Henry  lumer  s  ownership 


courtesy  of  E.  Keller 
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ot  the  Tudor  and  Stuart  periods.  All  the  main  entertaining  rooms  were 
turned  toward  the  river  and  the  magnificent  view,  while  the  servants' 
wing  was  turned  off  to  one  side. 

Just  as  the  Turner  family  was  prepanng  to  move  into  the  new 
house  in  April,  1 890,  the  plantings  began  to  arrive  by  the  carload.  The 
evergreens  and  many  of  the  ornamental  trees  on  the  estate  today  are 
the  very  plants  that  Turner  put  m  during  the  first  spring  and  summer. 
Each  of  the  planting  areas  were  carefully  worked  out  and  numbered 
on  Elliott's  chart  in  order  to  insure  the  Turners  a  fine  setting  for  their 
house. 

During  the  1 890's  Henry  Turner  added  farm  buildings,  a  stable 
(recently  lost)  and  a  fine  little  Gothic  office  (still  standing).  He  raised 
sheep  and  cattle  on  the  farms  that  surrounded  the  estate,  and  then  sold 
his  stock  on  the  markets  in  Jerseyville  and  St,  Louis.  By  1892  Turner 
called  the  place  "Eliestoun  Stock  Farm,"  after  an  ancestral  home  of  Mrs. 
Turner's  family  in  Scotland.  The  family  continued  to  enjoy  Eliestoun  until 
Turner's  death  in  1 92 1 .  For  a  number  of  years  after  Principia  bought  the 
property  in  1930,  Eliestoun  served  as  the  president's  house.  Architec- 
tural scholars  have  pronounced  Eliestoun  the  finest  example  of  its  type 
remaining  in  the  St.  Louis  area.  Normally  the  Eliestoun  grounds  are  not 
open  to  the  public. 


This  view  of  Eliestoun  shows  little  change  except  m  paint 


picture  by  Dell  Fuller 


PRINCIPIA  COLLEGE  CAMPUS 

When  Director  Frederic  E.  Morgan  authorized  the  purchase  of  the  Ames.  Turner, 
and  Nugent  properties  for  Principia  m  1930  a  plan  for  many  of  the  college  buildings 
already  existed.  Since  1923  Bernard  E,  Maybeck  of  San  Francisco  had  been  working 
on  a  picturesque  English  village  for  Principia's  Loch  Lin  property  in  St,  Louis  County, 
Highway  plans  forced  the  college  to  find  another  campus,  and  the  Elsah  bluffs 
became  the  spot  that  best  fitted  the  needs  of  Principia. 

Maybeck  arrived  m  Elsah  m  April,  193 1 ,  and  supervised  the  construction  of  the 
Mistake  House,  located  the  future  college  buildings,  and  watched  the  ground- 
breaking ceremony  for  the  Chapel  on  May  8,  1931.  A  small  farmhouse  that  had 
belonged  to  E.  M.  Fuller  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Chapel  Green  to  serve  as  the 
administration  building.  It  was  finally  removed  in  1963. 

The  Chapel  was  the  first  of  the  Maybeck  buildings  to  be  completed.  By  a  vote  of 
the  student  body  a  number  of  years  before,  it  had  been  decided  that  the  Chapel 
should  be  American  Colonial  in  style  even  if  the  rest  of  the  campus  was  to  be  an  English 
village.  Maybeck  adapted  the  features  that  he  had  liked  best  in  older  churches  and 
chose  to  construct  them  in  Bedford  limestone  for  the  exterior  and  poured  concrete  for 
the  interior.  He  carefully  staggered  the  side  windows  of  the  Chapel  in  order  to  give  a 
sense  of  visual  interest  to  the  building.  In  many  ways  Maybeck  attempted  to  make  the 
Chapel  show  the  beauty,  simplicity,  and  solidity  that  he  hoped  the  college  could 
express. 
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The  same  reasoning  applied  to  the  dormitories,  Howard  House  (completed  in 
1932)  most  nearly  resembled  the  picturesque  quality  that  Moybeck  hoped  to  give 
through  the  varied  use  of  stone,  half-timber,  brick,  and  unusual  carving.  The  roofs  of 
Anderson  Hall  (1934)  and  Buck  House  ( 1933)  show  Maybeck's  interest  m  color.  He 
frankly  tried  to  give  both  of  these  buildings  a  sense  of  age  with  "moss"  color  near  the 
eaves,  Rackham  Court  and  the  Watson  Laboratories  were  completed  just  before  the 
college  community  moved  to  Elsah  in  January  of  1935,  Maybeck's  last  two  contribu- 
tions were  Brooks  House  ( 1937  and  later)  and  the  Morey  Field  House  ( 1937)  The 
Marshall  Brooks  Library  ( 1 956 )  marks  the  beginning  of  the  new  era  of  construction  on 
the  college  campus,  a  period  that  will  probably  continue  for  a  number  of  years. 


Buck  House  entrance, 
seen  left,  is  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  dormitory 
areas.  The  College 
Chapel  overlooks  the  river 
and  the  Missouri  flatlands 
beyond.  Its  steeple  can  be 
seen  standing  above  the 
trees  for  miles. 
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This  abandoned  steam 
thresher  could  be  seen, 
until  recently,  below 
Mill  Street  near  the 
creek.  It  was  donated 
to  the  village  by  Nancy 
McDow  and  is  being 
restored  for  eventual 
placement  near  the 
museum.  One  such 
machine  is  still  m  use 
by  the  Drexilius  broth- 
ers near  Alton 


THE  ELSAH  ECONOMY 

Following  a  period  as  a  small  shipping  point  and  fuel  stop  for  steamboats,  Elsah 
gained  an  important  ferry  m  1 852,  as  the  town  was  being  conceived,  and  became  a 
very  busy  milling  center  and  port  for  gram  and  livestock  shipment ,  Shipping  continued 
to  be  important,  especially  during  harvest  season,  until  the  1 890's,  when  the  abundant 
railroads  had  largely  supplanted  steamboat  trade.  As  an  example,  T.  F  Hansell,  Elsah 
commission  merchant,  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  September,  1876,  shipped  3,719 
sacks  of  wheat,  260  barrels  of  flour,  5  barrels  of  wine,  19  barrels  of  cider,  99  head  of 
hogs,  127  barrels  of  apples,  3  calves,  and  29  beer  kegs 

In  1 89 1 ,  a  business  directory  of  Elsah  included  two  hotels,  the  Riverside  and  the 
Elsah,  two  saloons;  three  general  stores— Stephany's,  Kesler  and  Francis's,  and 
McDow's;  Marshaw's  and  Isaac  Haupt's  butcher  shops;  William  Tonkinson's  blacksmith 
shop;  the  McNair  brothers'  mill  and  machine  shop,  Josephine  Keller's  confectionery 
store;  Richard  Francis'  real  estate  and  insurance  office;  Hiram  Keyser's  masonry  and 
contracting  business;  John  Reintges'  buggy  shop;  a  cooper  shop;  a  barber  shop;  a 
railway  station;  B.  L.  Mott's  drug  store;  Enos  Doron's  roller  mills,  where  "the  celebrated 
Silver  Moon  flour"  was  made;  Chris  Loehr's  insurance  agency;  and  a  doctor's  office. 
Other  industries,  mostly  earlier,  included  lime  burning;  paper,  brick,  cider,  and  wine 
making;  river  fishing;  farming;  and  building. 

Alter  Elsah's  short  bid  to  become  a  summer  resort  m  the  1890's  the  biggest 
industry  in  town  was  the  Western  Whiting  Mill,  Rock  was  quarned  from  the  bluffs  and 
made  into  fine  lime  m  the  converted  Doron  flour  mill.  (Quarry  workers  are  shown  on 
page  61.)  Since  this  mill  shut  down  in  1 927,  Elsah  proper  has  had  no  industry,  though 
the  coming  of  Principia  College  in  the  early  '30's  brought  renewed  economic  activity 
to  the  immediate  area. 


The  early  villagers  supplemented  their  income  with  many  activities,  which  must 
have  kept  them  very  busy.  Even  the  prominent  citizens  cut  their  own  winter  wood. 
Almost  everyone  kept  a  garden,  and  many  had  a  few  cows  and  chickens.  Most  ot  the 
everyday  clothing  was  homemade  from  yard  goods  bought  locally.  Hunting,  fishing, 
and  gathering  wild  fruits  and  nuts  gave  important  additions  to  the  larder  of  the 
average  family  Small  business  dealings  among  neighbors  were  often  done  by  barter, 
or  with  a  small  account  of  the  worth  of  goods  and  services  exchanged.  Such  accounts 
were  kept  up  for  years  with  no  money  changing  hands  Neighbors  were  also  very 
generous,  sharing  a  good  mess  of  fish  or  harvest  of  apples.  Much  of  the  trade  in  local 
stores  was  done  on  credit. 

During  the  '80's  a  skilled  worker  made  about  $2  per  day,  though  farm  laborers 
made  as  little  as  $.75.  In  comparison  with  today,  rent  was  much  cheaper  and  food 
much  higher.  Charges  and  values  differed  greatly  A  boy  could,  for  instance,  make  a 
quarter  for  rowing  someone  across  the  river — pay  equal  to  about  three  hours  of  farm 
labor. 

Village  government  was  quite  inexpensive.  In  1885,  the  year's  appropriation 
totalled  $495,  the  biggest  item,  sidewalks,  streets,  and  alleys,  consuming  $300  since  a 
wooden  sidewalk  was  being  built  in  one  section  of  town.  Every  male  over  21  had  to 
devote  two  days  a  year  working  on  the  roads  or  else  pay  SI  ,50  m  lieu  of  the  work. 

Times  have  changed  so  greatly  that  it  is  hard  to  sense  the  quality  of  daily 
economic  life  in  the  nineteenth  century  Self-sufficient,  busy,  almost  completely  cut  off 
in  winter,  the  economic  world  of  early  Elsah  can  be  glimpsed  only  with  study  and 
imagination. 
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GREEN  TREE  INN  AND  GENERAL 
MERCANTILE  (47A) 

Elsah's  first  commercial  building  in  over 
fifty  years,  this  structure  was  designed  by 
Mike  and  Mary  Ann  Pitctiford  and  pat- 
terned after  ttie  Circa  1850  period. 


MACK-LEGATE  HOUSE  ( 16A) 

Built  by  Eric  Mack  and  family,  this  house 

was  designed  from  photos  of  an  old 

Elsah  home  razed  m  the    1950's    It  is 

Elsah's  first  authentic  reconrtruction. 

1985. 


ELSAH  THE  OUTLOOK  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

The  United  States  has  a  number  of  fine  representative  river  towns  from  the 
nineteenth  century,  including  Galena,  Illinois,  and  Madison,  Indiana.  There  are  any 
number  of  restored  villages,  complete  with  guides,  interpretive  folders,  and  visitor 
centers.  Wherever  the  tourist  looks  for  evidence  of  the  life  of  the  past,  he  encounters  a 
certain  amount  of  re-creation  and  a  considerable  amount  of  reconstruction. 

Elsah,  through  the  good  fortune  of  her  natural  situation  and  her  fine  people,  has 
had  little  of  this.  In  spite  of  a  temptation  to  "prettify"  old  buildings  in  the  process  of 
restoring  them,  or  to  create  an  artificial  sense  of  the  romantic  past,  here  is  one  place 
where  we  still  may  be  able  to  see  for  the  most  part,  a  graphic  picture  of  the  continuity  of 
our  history  blending  gracefully  with  the  activity  generated  by  20th  century  residents 
living  in  a  real  community.  Can  Elsah  maintain  this  fragile  balance'^ 

The  authors  of  this  book  would  like  to  offer  a  qualified  "yes"  as  an  answer  The 
people  of  the  village  are  proud  and  independent,  and  these  qualities  have  helped  to 
keep  Elsah  a  town  with  roots  deep  in  her  past.  The  growth  of  metropolitan  St,  Louis  and 
even  metropolitan  Alton  threaten  the  attractive  bluffland  of  Jersey  County  with  a 
suburban  tide  that  could  easily  engulf  Elsah  before  we  all  know  it.  V/e  believe  that  the 
Elsah  community,  including  many  of  the  employees  of  Principia  College,  have 
already  awakened  to  the  value  of  their  village  and  its  buildings,  It  now  remains  to  be 
seen  if  they  can  keep  the  village  intact  without  turning  it  into  a  museum  or  a  suburb 
devoid  of  any  real  sense  of  character. 
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Keller  Store,  15,37,47.60 

Keller-Deitz  House,  36 

Keller-Doerr  House,  29 

Keller- Taetz  House,  37,  47 

Kesler  and  Francis  Store,  60 

Keyser.  Hiram.  34.  44.  48.  60 

Keyser.  Victor,  1 8 

Keyser-Holt  House,  28 

Keyser-Read  House,  44,  47 

Kinder,  Randy,  38 

Knapp  and  Goodnch,  7 

Knights  of  Pythias,  39 

Lane,  George,  42 
LaSalle  Street,  5,  11,  17 
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INDEX 


Legg,  JB.  52 

Loehr,  Christian.  21-2,60 

Longfellow.  Alexander  Wadsworth,  49,  56 

Lyons.  Dr  and  Mrs  Charles  R  ,  40 

Lyons,  Dr  Ernest.  30 

Mack,  Alfred  and  Inge,  12,  14 

Mack,  Enc,  62 

Mack-Legate  House,  62 

Maple  Leaf  Cottages,  22 

Maps,  28-9,  50- 1 

Marshaw  Butcher  Shop,  60 

Maybeck,  Bernard  R  ,  12,  47,  58-9 

McAdams  Highway.  3.  6 

McDaniel.  Mrs ,  44 

McDow,  Miss  Lucy.  5 

McDow.  Nancy,  20,  60 

McDow,  William  H.  20 

McDow  House-Giberson  Store,  19 

McDow  Store.  60 

McNair.  Eugene.  33 

McNair,  Robert,  32-3,  60 

McNair,  Tommy,  33 

McNair,  William  A,  32-3.  60 

McNair-Hosmer  House.  32,  34 

McNair-Minanck  House,  32-3 

Methodist  Church,  5,  23,  25,  47 

Minanck,  Mrs  Dennie,  32 

Mistake  House,  12,  58 

Morgan,  Fredenc  E  ,  58 

Mott,  Benjamin  L,.  13,  15,  26,  45.  60 

Mott.  Robert  Lee.  13.  55 

Mott  Commercial  Building.  13.  46 

Mott-Crorun  House.  26 

Mount  Pisgah.  52 

Mount  Radiance.  6.  1 7 

Murphy,  Daniel  J .  26.  34 

Murphy.  Mrs,  Emmett.  5 

Notch  Cliff.  6.  45.  48-50.  54-5 
Nugent.  Charles.  53 

Odd  Fellows.  8.  1 8.  33 
Odd  Fellows'  Hall.  7-8.  33 
Onetto.  John.  13.  16 
Onetto.  William  G..  40 
Onetto  Family,  1 1 
Onetto- Bradley  House,  1 1,  47 
Onetto-Trovillion  House,  9,  47 
Onetto-Wanamaker  House,  40 

Palm  Street,  52 

Paper  Mill,  22 

Parsonage  (Pitchlord  House),  23,  47 

Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel,  6,  12,  47,  50,  52-3 

Piasa  Bluffs  Improvement  Co  ,  52-3 

Pinney,  Edward,  24,  36 

Pinney-Hussey  House,  24,  47 

Pitchford,  Mike  and  Mary  Ann,  23.  62 

Pnncipia  College.  3.  5-6.  1 1-3,  24.  3.  48.  50- 1 

57-60.  62 

Railroads,  34 


53.  55. 


Bluff  Line  R.R  .  6.  8.  34.  48.  52 

Shoo  Fly.  34 

St,  Louis.  Jerseyville  and  Spnnglield  R.R  .  7.  34 
Read.  Mrs.  Eleanor.  44 
Reed.  Samuel  B,.  31 
Reed-Cresswell  House.  31-2.  34 
Remtges.  Miss  Eva.  5 
Remtges.  John  B.  18.  36.  41.  48.  60 
Reintges.  Peter.  2 1 .  36 
Reintges-Durham  House.  36 
Reintges-Schwarz  House,  21 
Riverside  Hotel.  7.  9.  60 

Rivennew  House  (Greene-Felch).  4.  6-7.  9.  47 
Robber's  Roost.  1 7 
Robertson.  Percival.  10 
Rockabrand  Family.  35 

Schneider.  Peter.  43 

Schneider,  Xavier,  30 

Schneider-Carper  House,  43 

Schneider-Nordeen  House,  30 

School,  25 

Semple,  James,  2,  6,  18,  25-6,  48-9 

Semple.  Miss  Lucy  Virginia,  48-9 

Semple-Ames-Tumer  Family,  6,  48-9 

Senni,  Christian,  15 

Senni-Haupt-Bruns  House,  24 

Simpson,  Roberta  (House),  7,  13 

Singletary,  Mrs  Margaret,  35-6 

Sontag  Family,  37 

Spatz,  F  G  ,  26.  44 

Spatz  Filling  Station.  12.47 

Sprague.  Warren.  5 

Squier.  J.N .  22 

Starr,  James  E.,  33,  56 

Stephany,  Martin,  42 

Stephany,  Otto,  42 

Stephany  Store,  42,  60 

Stephany-Hoey  House,  42,  47 

Stroud,  Mary,  31 

Taetz  Family,  22,  37 
Thiele-Damell  House,  33,  39 
Tonkinson  Blacksmith  Shop,  60 
Trevue,  48 

Tuemmler,  Mrs  Fred,  5 
Tumer,  Henry  S ,  Jr.,  48-9,  56-7 
Tumer  Family,  6,  49,  57 
Tyler,  Stephen  H,  18,44 
Tyler-Darr  House,  28,  44 

Union  Hotel,  20.  47 

United  Methodist  Church.  5.  23.  25.  33.  47 

Valley  Street.  45 
Village  Inn.  II 
Village  Hall  18.36.46 
Vogl.  Charles  and  Shirley,  38 

Ward,  Clement  J  ,  22,  35 
Ward- Rockabrand  House.  35 
Westem  Whiting  Mill.  60 
Worthey  Family.  1 1 
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Apply  to  Messrs.  R.   L.   Hill,  A.  M.  Black- 
burn, and  C.    H    Knapp. 
Sept,  10th,  1852,— tr 

2R-   ~~     NEW   FERRY 

THK  Subscribers  have  now  got  their  Ferries  over  the 
aiisais.«ip8i  and  Missouri  rivers  iu  complete  opera- 
tion, aftordiug  a 

NEW  ROUTE 

To  St.  Louis,  from  the  counties  of  Jersey,  Green,  Ma- 
coupin, Scott,  and  Morgan,  15  miles  nearer  the  ojd 
route  by  Alton,  and  a  much  better  road.  Twelve  miles 
of  the  distance  is  over  a  plank  and  MoAdamised  road 
tween  the  Missouri  river  and  St.  Louis.  Travelers 
goingto  St.  Louis,  will  leave  the  Alton  ioad  at  Jsrsey- 
ville.  It  is  then  11  miles  to  Jersey  landing,  4  miles  to 
Mustek's  Ferry,  and  18  miles  to  at.  Louis,  making  the 
whole  distance  feom  Jersey  ville  to  St.  Louis  only  33 
miles. 
The  boats  over  both  rivers  are 

HOUSE  BOATS, 
Capable  of  taking  three  wagons  at  a  lime.  The  floating 
docks  at  thdsjbanks  of  both  rivers  are  so  arranged  aa 
thatt  wagons  and  cariages  drive  on  and  off  with  perfecf 
ease  and  safety.  The  approach  to  the  Misissippi  river, 
on  the  Illinois  side,  is  the  best  on  the  river.  At  the 
Missouri  river,  the  Mc  Adamised  road  commences  at 
the  water  s  edge,  and  is  completed  to  the  tep  of  the 
hill,  on  a  ^rade  of  3  degrees  of  elevation. 

Xo  Kmigrants  to  Missouri, the  Jersey  landing  Ferry, 
over  the  Mississipi  river,afford8  the  been  route  here- 
tofore Known.    From  any  place  north  of  Carlyle  and 
Nandalia,  it  is  nearer  than  the  road  hy  St,  Louis 
Heretofore  persons  crossing  the  river  at  Aitt)n,  had  to 
pass  over  ten  miles  of  wet  muddy  bottomj  but  now  by 
by  crossing  at  Jersey  Lauding  they  keep  on  the    high- 
lands ou  the  IlUooii  side,  on  a   road   running  nearly 
west  from  Alton,  and  after  crossing  the  river,  it  is  « 
Hie    bigh,  dry  prftine,to  St,  Charles.     Carlyle,  the  route  Is 
»to    ^y  Highland,    Marine,    Edwardsville,   Upper  Aitea, 
,        and  thence  to  Jersey  Land  Ine?  as  above. 
^le^  t  REUBEN  MUsrCK, 

B.  K.  McLaughlin, 

J.  haolee, 

J.  SEMFLE, 
:he  f      October  Hlfe,  ll852-~tC  Proprietors^ 


S.  B.  FLINT 

CABINET  FURNITUREi 
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